
This book’s focus is simple—to provide information that helps the reader catch and 
release trophy fish. Each chapter is based on my sixty-plus years of fly fishing world-
wide, and most important, during four decades of guiding fly anglers in Michigan 

and Montana. This book is a good fit for all fly anglers, worldwide, who are fishing for the 
same species of fish. I have used my experiences and techniques in many far-off places with 
outstanding success. Readers of The View From the Middle Seat will up their game regard-
less of what level of expertise they have and wherever they hunt for trout, smallmouth 
bass, or musky.

Throughout this book you will join me on guide trips in Montana and Michigan. I ask you 
to put yourself in my boat, to look around closely, and to hear not only my words, but also the 
sound of fly lines cutting through air, the oars pushing water, and the magic of river music.

The book’s chapters divide into four important subject areas: the basics of fly fishing, 
important streamer details, dry fly details, and a few concluding thoughts.

My passion for fly fishing, fly tying, and mentoring others has burned for more than six 
decades. Some may think it’s an addiction—but my preferred description is a welcome hunger. 
My passion for trophies has remained constant throughout the decades, but trophies’ sizes 
and locations have evolved over time, tracking my growth in experience and knowledge. This 
will also be true with you. Your trophy may be catching your first trout on a dry fly, maybe 
your first sixteen-incher on a midge, or your first twenty-inch brown on a streamer. This 
book is designed to accommodate your passion for any trophy fish on any fly.

Before becoming a guide, I worked in the automobile industry, yet still had time for fly 
fishing and fly tying. Beginning in the 1970s and every year since, my pursuit of new knowl-
edge and better fishing took our family west to the mountain states, where my involvement 
in the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) and Trout Unlimited (TU) first developed. During these 
decades, my enthusiasm for mentoring and teaching family, friends, and other FFF and TU 
members exploded. For more than forty years I have taught annual fly-fishing and tying 
classes under the auspices of our local Mershon TU Chapter and attended by approximately 
twelve hundred students.

A short time after retiring from the auto industry, I became a licensed guide both in Mich-
igan and Montana. Now, after decades of guiding, I am confident in my ability to help the 
novice and also refine the skills of the more experienced angler. Now, after countless guide 
trips as a professional, I want to pass on that knowledge to a wider base of anglers. The View 
From the Middle Seat is my attempt to broaden your knowledge base and provide a toolbox 
to increase your future success.

This book reflects my passion for trophy trout fishing. Simultaneously, it facilitates my 
desire to teach others. I intend The View From the Middle Seat to heighten the angler’s enjoy-
ment in this lifelong pastime and to support dreams of hunting explosive steelhead on the 
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again. That brown looked like it might be a 
double-digit monster.”

As soon as we got to the other side, I 
jumped out of the boat and struggled but 
managed to pull the boat upriver about a 
quarter of a mile. My blood was boiling, and 
my client was also very excited. “This time 
let’s go with an extended hook version of the 
Snow Puppy,” I said. “It has a trailer or stinger 
hook. That provides a hook closer to the tail 
of the streamer.”

We rested, had a small bite, calmed down, 
and enjoyed the beautiful view. We let that 
monster have a chance to settle. As we pushed 
out to go back across the river I said, “Just 
make a couple of false casts until we get below 
that rock where the big fish showed. We don’t 
want to hook a smaller fish close to the big 
one. OK now, just relax, take a couple of deep 
breaths. When you think the boat is in the 
right position, make a good cast to the same 
spot you placed your streamer the last time, 
and when the fish eats, set really hard; you’re 
fishing with 15-pound test now, not 7X.”

I rowed back to the east side of the river 
far enough upstream to place the boat about 
one hundred yards above the fish. “Just make 
a couple practice casts, but don’t strip; pull 
the streamer out slowly so it doesn’t make a 
sucking sound. OK, we are getting close.” My 
mind was racing through what he’d have to 
do. It may help that he’s left-handed, because 
the streamer has to be tucked in from the left of 
the cliff. He then made a great cast, dropping 
the streamer into the slow side of the seam 
past the current. Perfect! Seconds later the 
monster’s shadow appeared. It was deep, but 
coming up fast. He hammered the streamer. 
What a monster. “Strip him in!” . . . “Let it run” 
. . . it was an exciting time, back and forth, 
reacting to the big trout’s panic. Finally this 
giant slowed and I moved the boat toward the 
golden trophy. Oh my God, I wish the steelhead 

net was in the boat right now; it was getting 
close to the boat and coming up near the 
surface. Still a little too far for me to net. When 
it rolled at the surface of the water, it violently 
shook its head and the streamer popped out of 
his jaw. It had been less than a foot from my 
net. As the fish slowly swam from the boat, our 
adrenaline went right along, slowly disappear-
ing into the deep. The client looked at me and 
said, “That fish could have eaten the others 
we’ve been catching.” We all laughed.

That particular fish on that special river 
firmed my developing mind-set: a passion 
for chasing the largest predators. Since that 
day, my priority is to help my client land a 
trophy fish. My strong passion for trophies 
now dictates how I guide. I rarely pull up to 
a riffle for the purpose of hooking smaller 
trout anymore; my clients are now given the 
opportunity to fish for trophies every day, 
throughout the day.

This book will teach you how to have that 
same opportunity. You will learn how to read 
the water and will gain an understanding of 
aquatic life; when and how best to imitate 
what’s on the trophies’ plate; and which 
specific techniques to employ under which 
conditions to enhance your success.

No matter which waters you fish with 
imitations of aquatic life, you will no longer 
go to the river hoping to catch a big fish; you 
will be catching prize fish. With The View 
From the Middle Seat, you will have the tools 
and understanding to master trophy fishing, 
present a streamer or dry fly to the fish, and 
hook and land a brute. Trophies will no longer 
beat you down. With passion, knowledge, and 
experience, you will enjoy an ever-increasing 
number of chases and hook-ups. You will be 
able to cast the fly to the proper spot. With 
each strip or mend, you will anticipate a 
heavy tug, a waking rise, and enjoy the sight 
of something truly extraordinary. Yes, you will 

strip retrieve, brown trout over twenty inches, 
smallmouth bass, musky on streamers, and 
trout on top-water flies.

There was a period in time when I consid-
ered writing a book about fishing spring 
creeks in Montana, but my real love has since 
evolved to trophy hunting. Before becoming 
a guide, much of my fishing time was focused 
on those spring creeks, and my knowledge of 
them grew substantially. As a matter of fact, 
the outfitter who eventually talked me into 
becoming a guide observed my expertise while 
I was helping his client’s son on Armstrong 
Spring Creek in Montana’s Paradise Valley.

The following summer I went to work for 
him as a guide and also began guiding in Mich-
igan. After three years, I became an outfitter 
in Montana. Maybe someday, when I’m old, 
a book on fishing the creeks will return as 
a priority. For now, my passion for catching 
trophy fish on a top-water fly or a streamer is 
an irresistible pull.

One day, after catching several sixteen- to 
twenty-inch fish on pale morning duns and 
sulphur mayflies, my Montana client said, “I 
wouldn’t mind going after bigger trout some-
day. Any thoughts?” My first thought was that 
this should not occur on a beautiful creek with 
some of the best dry fly fishing anywhere in 
the world. Paradise Valley has incredibly 
beautiful mountains, three of the world’s 
best spring creeks, several lakes, and the 
Yellowstone River.

Fishing streamers on DePuy Spring 
Creek? Oh, my. 

In the past, I had teased a couple of close 
friends for putting on a Wooly Bugger and 
catching trout on the spring creeks. But 
then I reconsidered. If this is what the client 
wants, let’s do it. I rigged up a 7-weight rod 
with a sculpin streamer. We moved up to the 
hole just below the bridge going to DePuy’s 
house. Actually they named this spot after my 

friend, Tom Travis, because he guided there 
most of the time. After fishing this pool with 
dries and nymphs for the previous three days 
and catching many trout sixteen to nineteen 
inches, we positioned to make a first cast 
with a streamer rig. Within the first couple of 
casts, a twenty-two-inch brown engulfed the 
streamer. In a short time we had more chases, 
with a large predator eventually eating our 
streamer. My client took two more fish around 
the same size. He beamed.

Something clicked with both of us that 
day—Let’s fish with streamers more often. 
Luckily enough, the next day we were sched-
uled to float the Yellowstone River. We put 
the drift boat in at the beginning of one of 
my favorite stretches: Carbella to the 26 Mile 
Access. This is not only a good stretch for 
fishing, but the views are outstanding. It felt 
great to get into the middle seat and float the 
river. Midsummer is usually good fishing with 
hoppers on the Yellowstone. I put a hopper on 
his wife’s leader and a sculpin on his rod.

We began our float and caught some aver-
age trout on both types of flies, but nothing 
huge—a couple of browns and cutthroats 
all under twenty inches—very nice, but not 
trophy class on this river. In about an hour, 
we had floated down to the high cliffs on the 
east side of the river. This is an area that tradi-
tionally holds large trout, and because of past 
success with a white streamer, we switched 
to a Snow Puppy. 

The second good spot along the cliffs 
produced a chaser charging deep along the 
bottom of the river, following the streamer. 
The big brown came up fast. It was a hit and 
a miss situation, but no hook-up. “Did you see 
that monster?” screamed the client. “Yes.” I 
immediately began rowing across to the west 
and slower side of the river. “I’m going across 
to the slower side. We’re going to try to go back 
upriver so we can float through that stretch 
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feel weak or scream, or maybe feel like sing-
ing, but one thing is sure—you will never be 
the same. Never.

When everything goes right and you have 
hooked a trophy, remember the lesson that’s 
most important of all: handle the giants with 
great care. It took years for your trophy to get 
that big, so bring it in as quickly as you can. 
You will lose fewer fish that way and they will 
be more apt to survive. Leave it in the water, 
or at least if you’re going to raise it for a quick 
photo, be in the water yourself. One picture 
only, then release it carefully and without 
delay. It’s extremely important to get trophy 
fish in as soon as possible by using tippet 

that’s as strong as possible short of scaring 
the fish. Apply as much rod pressure as you 
can without breaking off, stripping the line in 
quickly to get the fish to the net. If the water 
is warm, leave the trophy in the net to detach 
the hook and release the fish by lowering the 
downstream edge of the net. Every fish is an 
important part of that river’s environmental 
balance, spirit-healing powers, and your next 
fishing experience. Knowing that the predator 
is still hunting the river makes the future that 
much more alluring.
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